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$__..C.I.~S TAS( FORCE ON TV VIOLEl~kI.......
Sponsored by: Senator Kent Conrad (NO)
Speaker: Reed Hundt, Federal Communications Commission Chair

WHEN:
WHO ATTENDED:

Thursday, January 30. 1997
Harriet Steenson
Louella Marlin
Senate Room C-4, Capitol Building,
\.Jashington, D.C.
25-30
Represent National FCE, gather

information. plan Coalition action
regarding the request for a hearing
on the television rating system

Representatives from the following national groups attended:

Ne t ional Assoc lat ion for the Educ a tion 'of Young Chi Idr en
Future Wave
National Sheriffs Association
National Medical Association
American Medical Association Alliance
National Assoc. of Elementary School Principals
American Psychiatric Association
National PTA
Advocates for Children and Youth
National Foundation to Improve Television
National Association os Secondary School Principals
American Academy of Child & Adolescent Psychiatry
National Coalition on Television Violence
American Academy of Pediatrics
National Association for Family & Community Education
National Child Care Association

American Nurses Association
Na~ional Alliance for Mon-violent Prolre•• ins
National Association of School Psychologists
National Education Association
U"i~ed Church of Chris~

Center for Media Education
Children's Defense Fund
American Psychological Association
IIDSHET
United States Catholtc Conference
Children's TeleTision Workshop
Recreational Software Advisory Council
Canadian Embassy

SENATOR tENT CONRAD (ND) reiterated the initial goals of the Coalition:

ffj Call for a White House Conferenc~ on Television Violenc
Call for the V Chip technology to be used in television

c C311 for 3 hours per week of educational ch.ildrenj's
~ tel~vision programming
~ Ca 11 for ate1 e vis ion r l:i tin g s y s t e m~o. of Copies rec'd,_--:.__

list fl,8r.nE

- ----... - .._----_.--------
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SENATOR CONRAD noted the initial goals had been reached with
a) the Whit.e' House Conference held last spring, ,,-
b) the V Chip technology to be mandated in 1998."-
c) the 3-hour rule instituted in August and r-
d) the television rating system implemented last month.~

. (ifOWEV(R) Coalition members and Senators Conrad and.Lieberman agree
wit.h the 80% of parents surveyed who want:.:. ~9NTtiNT-~ RATING
S YS T E~, rat her t han the r e c en t 1 y imp 1 e me n t.e a age - bas e d r 8 t 1. n g sy S t em
for television programs.

THE CITIZENS TAsr FORCE UN TV VIOLENCE and Senators Cor:arad and
Lieberman continu~' t:o lobby for the S, (Sex) V, (Violence) and
L (Language) rating system to be used by the television industry.

Senator Conrad's vie", was to increase the viewer's information
by using the Recreational Software Advisory Council's system of
addin8 a number after each letter to indicate level of Sex, Violence
and Language, e.g. V-l,2,3, or 4.

I
SENATE HEARINGS (sponsored by Senators McCa1n-AZ and
on the television rating system will be held FEBRUARY 26.

Burns-MT)

THE FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION HEARINGS wi 11 be he 1 d 1at t:>r
ONLY IF there are enough public requests asking for a hearing.
FCC CHAIR REED HUNDT stated that there is not a majority vote within
the FCC to nold a vub1ic hearing at this time.

A SECOND AND EQUALLY PRESSING ISSUE: IN APRIL, TV licensing for
digital TV (which, according to Reed Hundt, will revolutionize
the industry in 4 years) will begin. Reed Hundt does not have
a majority vote \Ji-thin the FCC to retain a percentage of the
airwaves for public use.
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March 10, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W. Room 222
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

R.B:CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I'teeelVEO

APR 21997J

Fedelllc::~=mmia/on

(

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and the Denton Avenue PTA to voice my
opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating
Implementation Group, on January 19, 1997. The rating symbol on the TV screen does not
provide sufficient content information sot-H1at parents can make decisions about what is
appropriate TV programming for their children. Major surveys released this fall which
demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating system that gives parents information
about the content of programs were conducted by the National PTA, U.S. News IJntl World
Hepott, and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret
what is best for their children. Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content
information about the program. Any rating system "ithout content descriptions on the screen
and publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to demonstrate whether the industry's rating system has met
statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this system
does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we request the
following:

That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system.
Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content
information about programs such as V (for violence), S (for special depiction and
nudity) and L (for language);

That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to
receive more than one rating system;

That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed on the
screen, and appear more frequently during the course of a program;

That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC and that it include
parents; and

That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determine if it meets the needs of parents.

Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so. important to children and families.

No. of Copies rac'd
List ABCDE ~---
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Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W., Room 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34
I am writing on behalfofthe National PTA and the Skillin Elementary School PTA in
South Portland, ME to voice my opposition to the v-chip rating systems present~ by Jack
Valenti, Chair ofthe TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. ·The rating
symbol on the TV screen does not provide sufficient content infonnation so that parents
can make decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for their children. Major
surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent preference for a rating
system that gives parents information about the content ofprograms were conducted by
the National PTA, U.S. News and World Report and Media Studies CenterlRop~r.

Parents do not want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children. Parents
want to make those choices themselves based on content information about the program.
Any rating system without content descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals
that carry TV scheduling is useless.
The FCC, by law. is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has met
statutory requirements ofthe Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe this
system does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead. we
request the following:
* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating system.
Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include content information
about programs such as V(for violence). S(for sexual depiction and nudity), and L(for
language)~

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to receive
more than one rating system;
* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger. more prominently placed on the
screen. and appear more frequently during the course of a program~

* That the rating board be independent ofthe industry and the FCC and that it include
parents~ and
*That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by independent research to
determined ifit meets the needs of parents.
Thank you for this opportunity to comment on an issue so important to children and
families.
Sincerely,

d;).Aa/nj ~~ J J

s~/ltn SchoCJI ?T/T r,.,-eSlaf/1 /

So u#I :HAtCh d/ me.
"'~'"" " __,,ce'" ' , ' "" 'C' '"," '" '. ,""" "" T ::'':,:::' ~;;';'i::;(' :T:: :;;";" ;1l~B~*,d' :,.,L:::",:,!,~



<1lili nll"" R('(·d Hundt and PCC Com,lissiol\crs

C/'') Federal Conmunications COOJItission

I':" ') MStreet N.W., Room 222

Washington, IX 20554

\)(ar Chairman Hundt and Coumissioners:

PI!: CS Docket No. 97-55, Pee 97, 34

Recelveo

A"" 2""
FIde'll eolllmuo/fltlon, Comm_'.

0ffI0t ofs....,y n

'\'11 wri ling on behalf of the Nat ional PTA and the West ".. irginia PTA to voice my

oppo~ it ion to the v-chip rat i ng ,",ystem as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the

TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1997. 'The rating symbol on the

T\, "Cl"(~ell does not prov ide suf;:' cient content informa ~ion so that parents can

m,~,(e decisions about what is a~ ~ ropr iate TV programning for their children.

M;"jor ~urvey::; released this fal ~",'hichdemonstrate ove!"\'helming parent preference

fer a rating system that gives parents information abot.'· the content of programs

WE. te conducted by the National PTA, U. S. News and World Keport, and Media Studies

C<;:l\ter /Roper. Parents do not wa1t the TV industry to in terpret what is best for
i' :

:.hl.'; " chi ldren. Parents want h .. make those choices therosel ves based on content

II' ;'u"mat ion about the program. Any rating system without content descriptions

or' ttw scrpc"n and publ icizf'd in pi',"iodicnls t.hat carry TV scheduling is useless.

Th, FCC, by law, is required to '\I~termine whether the i'1dustry's rating system

has met statutory requirements 0: the Teleconmunicatio.1s Act of 1996. 1 do not

believe this system does so and ",:k that the FCC not approve the industry rating

sy,.:;tem. Instead, I request the /ollowing:

i.,
••

. .,

* That under no circumstanc(',3 should the FCC approv\" the industry's rating

::;ys tem. Further, the FCC s~\ould accept no rating system that does not

inc1 ude content informatic.n about programs such a~' V( for violence), S( for (
No. of Copies rec'd

SC'X\l<\ I dC'pict ion and nudi tv) and L( for language); List ABCnE ~---'-



II 1'1 .. ,1 Ihe' n:c require a V dlip band broad l~nouKh th'lt would allow pan:lll:;

In f"('('l·j Vc' mOr0 than on0 rat in,~ sy."tN1l;

I( Tha t the rat ing j con on the TV screen be made lar<!er, more prominently

placed on the screen, and cppear more frequently juring the course of a

IJfogralll;

~ Tim t the "ating board be i: ..1ependent of the industry and the FCC and that

it include parents; and

II That any rating system approved by the FC:C be evaluated by independent

research to determine if it meets the needs of parents.

TI,artk you for this opportuni ty to conment on an issue so important to children

all'.1 fami lies.

Sipcerely, ~lVb~~
1~ IJ I , 13 d 'Y' $ct? 6--4-
ft/etAJ eLl oHh t?~:('~nd( wt!;'

';l~OCf1

.,



Concilio para la Educaci6n de la Familia
y la Comunidad de Puerto Rico, Inc.

February 13, 1997

OO~KETFILE COpy ORIGINAL RECEIVE0
(APR 21997)

Sra. E1btJ RMiE
Presidenta

Sra. Carmell AJmod6var
Pr,siunta El,eta

Sra. MarilJ,1 Rivera
Viet-Prtsid,nta ProgrtU1llJ

Sra. Aida L. Vcitqun
Viet-Pr,sid,nla
Politica Publica

Sra. Lut D. Rill,NJ
St::crttaria

The Honorable Rachelle Chong
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Federal Communications Commission
Office of Secretary

Sra. MOIIS,rrat, H,rn4nd,t
T,sor,ra

Sra. Isabel H,m4nd't
R,lacionista PUblica

Ora. GIori4 ToffYS
Dirtetora Auxiliar ale

Programa Economia d,l Hogar

Sra. Paz N. Varela B,rrios
Sup,rvisora R,gional

Son Juan

Dear Commissioner Chong:

We are writing to urge the Federal Communications
Commission to hold a pUblic hearing as part of its
review of the television industry's ratings system.

The National Association for Family & Community
Education and its affiliate, Puerto Rico State
Association, are grass-roots organizations which
have been actively involved in family issues for the
past 60 years. We are concerned that the family issue
of the recently implemented television rating system
does not address the need of parents.

The questions generated by the current age-based
television ratings system deserve a public hearing.
We urge you to hold sucha hearing soon on this issue
which is so important to families in America today.

{;}2Yj t/i~
Aida L. Vazquez
Country Club
207 St. GW 19
Carolina, Puerto Ri~o 00982

(enclosed signatures P. R. FCE members)

{
No. ot Copies rec'd'-- _
ListABCDE

A..-ado par .. Servk:lo ......... AgrfcoI8, Ia UnIYweIded .. '-'to RIco WI coopet'IlCI6n con eI~ .. AgrlcuIlura .. loa E.E.U.U.



PUERTO RICO FCE MEMBERS
(Country Club - Carolina, P. R.)

N.c. 01 Copies rec'd (
llstABCDE
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March 7, 1997

Chainnan Reed Hundt and FCC Commissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N. W., Rm. 222
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chainnan Hundt and Commissioners:

RE: CS Docket No. 97-55, FCC 97-34

I am writing on behalf of the National PTA and myself as a concerned parent to
voice my opposition to the v-chip rating system as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair
of the TV Rating Implementation Group, on January 17, 1977. The rating symbol
on the screen does not provide enough infonnation so that as a parent I can make
decisions about what is appropriate TV programming for my children. As a parent,
I believe it is my right to interpret what is best for my children not the TV industry.
I feel that I can best make that decision based on content infonnation of the program
rather than the age system currently being used. Any rating system without content
descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry TV scheduling is
useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry's rating system has
met statutory requirements of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. I do not believe
this system does so and ask that the FCC not approve the industry rating system.
Instead, I ask the following be approved:

* That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry's rating
system. Further, the FCC should accept no rating system that does not include
content information about programs such as V(for violence), S(for sexual
depiction and nudity) and L(for language);

* That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would allow parents to
receive more than one rating system;

/No. of Copies rec'd
List ABCm:: '----

* That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more prominently placed
on the screen, and appear more frequently during the course of the program;



* That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC , and that it
include parents;

* That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by indePendent
research to determine if it meets the needs ofparents.

Sincerely,

~~~
Debbie L. Hansen
Newton, IA 50208

~o. of Copies rec'd /
Ur;t ·~f3CDE

---------
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March 11, 1997

Chairman Reed Hundt and FCC Conmissioners
c/o Federal Communications Commission
1919 MStreet N.W., Roan 222
washington, DC 20554

REceIVED

APR 219t7j
Fedel'll Communications Comminion

OfNceot~

Dear Chairman Hundt and Coamissioners:~ f\l£ COP~ OR\G\NAl.
RE: CS Docket No. 97-5S,FCC 97-34

We are writing on behalf of the National Pl'A and the White Knoll
Elementary Pl'A to voice our oPP9sition to the v-chip rating system
as presented by Jack Valenti, Chair of the TV Rating Implementation
Group, on January 17, 1997. The rating syntx>l on the TV screen does
not provide sufficient content information so that parents can make
decisions about what is appropriate TV progranming for their children.
Major surveys released this fall which demonstrate overwhelming parent
preference for a rating system that gives parents information about
the content of programs were conductedby the National Pl'A, US News
and World Report, and Media Studies Center/Roper. Parents do not
want the TV industry to interpret what is best for their children.
Parents want to make those choices themselves based on content
information about the program. Any rating system without content
descriptions on the screen and publicized in periodicals that carry
TV scheduling is useless.

The FCC, by law, is required to determine whether the industry IS

rating system has met statutory requirements of the Telecorrmunica
tions Act of 1996. We do not believe this system does so and ask
that the FCC not approve the industry rating system. Instead, we
request the following:

That under no circumstances should the FCC approve the industry1s
rating system. Further the FCC should accept no rating system
that does not include content information about programs such
as V (for violence), S (for sexual depiction and nudity) and
L (for language);

That the FCC require a V-chip band broad enough that would
allow parents to receive more than one rating system;

That the rating icon on the TV screen be made larger, more
prominently placed on the screen, and appear more frequently
during the course of a program:

That the rating board be independent of the industry and the FCC
and that it include parents: and

That any rating system approved by the FCC be evaluated by {
independent research to determine if it meets the needs of d
parents No. of Copies ree' , _

• List ABCDE



• I

Thank you for this opportunity to comnent on an issue so irrp:>rtant
to children and families.

attached: support from the families of the White Knoll PTA
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